




















Fund for Healthy Maine — Opioid Response

Gordon Smith
Director of Opioid Response
January 15, 2020

Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Z199
Initiative: Provides one-time funding for combatting the opioid crisis.

FUND FOR A HEALTHY MAINE

All Other

FUND FOR A HEALTHY MAINE TOTAL

2019-20
$2,000,000 $3,500,000
$2,000,000 $3,500,000

2020-21

FY 2020

Activity Funding Description

Opioid prevention $850,000 Various contracts: SEIPC, increase school-based MH
hours, increase suicide prevention trainings, 18
additional Sources of Strength sites

Syringe Exchange $900,000 Physical Program Supplies and Services for Certified

Services Hypodermic Apparatus Exchange Programs

Greater Portland Council | $50,000 Hosting a workshop to increase awareness of opioid

of Gov't addiction and implement evidence-based
prevention, harm reduction, enforcement,
treatment, and recovery policies and practices in
Cumberland County municipalities.

Aroostook Mental $97,349 To develop a SUD information and referral telephone

Health Center (LD1005) system that connects residents of Washington
County, and community supports, to resources,
intervention, and treatment.

TBD / Placeholder $152,651 Proposals are under consideration

Total $2,000,000

FY 2021

Activity Funding Description

Children’s Cabinet $710,000 DOE to develop and disseminate a universally

initiatives accessible and free social and emotional learning
curriculum
Certified Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy (TF-CBT) for 180 Maine therapists
*A third Children’s Cabinet initiative will use a
different funding source

Opioid prevention $850,000 Various contracts: SEIPC, increase school-based MH

Z,J W Corhamalhén hours, increase suicide prevention trainings, 18

additional Sources of Strength sites

Syringe Exchange Services | $1,000,000 Continuation of the Syringe Service Program

TBD / Placeholders $941,000 Proposals are under consideration

Total $3,500,000
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December 24, 2019

The Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention (Maine CDC) is pleased to announce the
availability of funds to support expansion of syringe service programs (SSPs) in Maine. Funding is
available for both existing, certified SSPs and newly certified SSPs. During the two-year budget
cycle that began July 1, 2019, approximately $2 million will be made available for this initiative,
which has been championed by Governor Janet Mills. Syringe service programs are a proven public
health intervention in the prevention of HIV and viral hepatitis, as well as a vehicle to connect
persons who inject drugs to critical resources.

Now through June 30, 2020
Funding totaling $495,000 is being distributed to the seven existing, certified SSPs with the goals of

expanding hours of operation, increasing referral networks to key service points of entry, and
providing technical assistance to organizations seeking certification for new SSPs.

Funding totaling $480,000 is available to organizations seeking to open newly certified

SSPs. Organizations throughout Maine are welcome to submit an SSP certification application.

Maine CDC especially encourages organizations located in areas identified as being vulnerable for

bloodborne pathogen outbreaks or increased incidence of opioid overdoses to consider

applying. Those areas include Washington County, Penobscot County, Kennebec County, Somerset

County, and greater Portland in Cumberland County. Funding will be made available in two ways:
1. $5,000 mini grants will be available to support costs associated with start-up for
organizations seeking to open certified SSPs.
2. Remaining funding will be distributed to SSPs certified by February 15, 2020. This will
allow time for contracts to be executed and funds to be expended by the end of the State Fiscal
Year (6/30/2020). Organizations can continue to apply for certification after the February 15*
deadline, and those groups will be considered for funding in the next round.

July 1, 2020-June 30. 2021
For the next State Fiscal Year, Maine CDC anticipates $1.075 million will be available for certified

SSPs beginning on July 1, 2020. Maine CDC requests that organizations planning to apply for
certification communicate their intent by July 1, 2020, even if they are unable to initiate the process
by that date. This is necessary for funding distribution considerations.

Certification Process )
1. Current certification guidance is available online at www.mainepublichealth.gov/hiv
2. Maine CDC can provide examples of documents required as part of the certification process
or technical assistance in preparing the application.
3. Maine CDC staff will prioritize review of submitted applications to ensure an expeditious

response.

If you have questions about SSPs in Maine, including the certification process, please contact Maine
CDC at 1-800-821-5821.
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y January 03, 2020
Beth Connolly, Project Director

Substance Use Prevention and Treatment Initiative

The Pew Charitable Trusts

901 E Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Ms. Connolly:

As a state, Maine is making strides in addressing the opioid crisis. through expansion of Medicaid,
significant investments in behavioral health, and listening to stakeholders across the state to
understand the needs of its residents. Although a Maine Attorney General’s Office report indicates
that drug overdose deaths decreased in 2018, there is more that we can and must do to holistically
approach this critical health care issue. ‘

To bolster the efforts of the state to tackle theopioid crisis, the undersigned officials of the State
of Maine write to express our interest in receiving technical assistance from the Substance Use
Prevention and Treatment Initiative of The Pew Charitable Trusts (“Pew”). Because of Pew’s
funding from Bloomberg Philanthropies, Maine understands that this technical assistance includes
an evaluation and data partnership with the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

We request that Pew and its partners:

e Provide analyses and recommendations on residential care and recovery housing in Maine,
including identifying evidence-based treatment provision and quality standards.

e Engage private payers to identify a set of goals to increase access to and coverage of
substance use disorder treatment services.

e Provide recommendations to streamline and enhance workforce licensing and certification.

e Work collaboratively with the Urban Institute on the proposed capacity study and take on
from there treatment system expansion as indicated.

e Analyze Maine’s data availability and integration in order to better inform and evaluate the
state’s response to the opioid crisis.

To meet these goals in such time that their findings will be relevant to Maine’s policy and
budgeting processes, we understand that Pew will engage in the following activities: analyze data
on the prevalence of substance use disorder and the effectiveness of publicly-funded programs;
assess policies related to substance use disorders in Maine; consult with key stakeholders; develop
policy recommendations in response to the State’s specific needs; advise relevant agencies on
processes that impact service delivery; and support the State’s efforts to educate stakeholders and
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implement policy recommendations. As a public charity, we understand that Pew will provide this
technical assistance at no cost to the State.

In order to facilitate Pew’s technical assistance, we make the following commitments:

e The State will direct relevant agencies to participate with Pew on the agreed upon scope of
work; _

e The State will make available any findings or work product compiled by Pew during the
course of its technical assistance, in compliance with State public records laws; and

e The State will consider Pew’s recommendations for regulatory, administrative, and
legislative action.

We welcome the involvement of Pew and its partner the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, and through this letter we collectively invite you to work with us in Maine. We
look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Janet Mills
Governor of the State of Maine
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Troy Jackson
President of the Maine Senate
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Sara Gide
Speaker of the Maine House of Representatives
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